
Can you see your home address from the street? More 
importantly, can emergency responders like Police, the 
Fire Department, or an Ambulance see your address?

The Nichols Hills Fire Department responds to hundreds 
of calls for help every year and approximately one third 
those calls are medical emergencies. If an empty house 
is on fire every second it takes us to get there is impor-
tant but in an occupied house or in a medical emergency 
every second can be absolutely critical; life or death 
critical. Your house number needs to be clearly visible 
from all angles as seen from the street. 

The Nichols Hills Fire Fighters and Police Officers know 
our streets very well. We know the shortest and quickest 
route to any street in Nichols Hills, the Village, and the 
parts of Oklahoma City that surround us but an individ-
ual house or business is a different and sometimes diffi-
cult challenge. In addition, EMSA, the ambulance service 
we contract with, does not know our streets very well so 
individual addresses are an additional challenge for 
them. In their defense, the streets and street numbers 
in Nichols Hills are unique and do not correspond well, or 
in some cases at all with Oklahoma City streets and 
numbers. For example, in Oklahoma City the 1800 block 
of Pennsylvania (Penn) is always on the East side of 
Penn but in Nichols Hills the 1700 and 1800 blocks are
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on the west side of Penn. To confuse the issue even more the 1700 and 
1800 blocks are west of Penn only in parts of Nichols Hills. In the area 
adjacent to the OKC Golf & Country Club they are east of Penn.

The above is only one of several examples I could give but the point is 
locating a particular street is easy but a particular address can be diffi-
cult especially if the numbers are not clearly visible from the street. We 
recommend painting the numbers on the curb directly in front of your 
house.  Using reflective paint also helps us see them at night.

The following Nichols Hills City Ordinance covers painting house num-
bers on curbs:

Sec. 20-9. Painting house numbers on public street curbs.
(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the business of painting house 
numbers on street curbs in the city, or to solicit for such business without carrying 
the permit required by subsection 14-7(b) of the Nichols Hills City Code while en-
gaged in such activity.
(b)   Specifications for house numbers on curbs shall be as follows:

(1)   Curb markings shall be white paint with black numbering.
(2)   The white background shall be a minimum of four inches in width and 12 
inches in length and a maximum of seven inches in width and 17 inches in 
length.
(3)   The numbering shall be a minimum of three inches in height and one and 
one-half inches in width and a maximum of four inches in height and two and 
one-half inches in width.
(4)   All numbering shall be centered on the background.
(5)   House numbers on curbs shall be neat in appearance, uniformly applied 
to the curb and shall be located in the curb radius at a driveway entrance or 
centered on the curb frontage of the lot or building site.

(c)   It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to paint, place or main-
tain or to cause to be painted, placed or maintained any logo or marking, except 
house numbers and utility markings, on any public street curb within the city.
(d)   Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be 
subject to the penalty provided for in section 1-8 of the Nichols Hills City Code.
(Ord. No. 878, § 1, 8-9-05)
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So please help us help you. The next time you drive home check and 
see if your address is clearly visible from the street and if it’s not please 
make any changes necessary to make sure it is. Also think about this, 
we may be responding to an emergency at your home or business at 
any time, day or night, and in any conditions, sunshine, darkness, rain 
or snow. As you look at your address think about the worst case sce-
nario before deciding if it’s adequately visible e.g. the fire department is 
responding to a medical emergency at your house at 2 AM during a 
driving rainstorm, please make sure we can see your address.
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   One of our pigeons has flown the coop!  We 
said goodbye to a long timer on Friday, February 
24, 2014.

Rickey House, who has been with the City of 
Nichols Hills for 32 years, decided that it was 
time to hang up the uniform and spend some 
quality time with his friends and family. Sadly we 
will miss our warm and wonderful friend. We will 
miss the great smile and the humorous stories. 

Rickey never knew a stranger. In fact, if someone Rickey knew came 
up to visit, you would see Rickey walking along side of that person’s 
truck still talking to them as they were leaving the parking lot. 

One story in particular that we will miss hearing is his experience 
with Taco Bell and the cab driver. If you ever have the pleasure of 
seeing Rickey and have a few minutes to spare, be sure and ask him 
about it for he will be glad to tell you about it (with added features of 
course!). Rickey, your family here at Public Works wishes you all the 
luck in the world. Enjoy your retirement dear friend and please come 
see us!
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If anyone wants to assist ARF in it's mission of saving unclaimed, im-
pounded pets in Nichols Hills, they can donate time, old collars, leashes, 
crates, dog beds, food, treats, toys and,  of course,  money by mailing 
checks to Animal Rescue Friends, Inc of Nichols Hills,  C/O Public Works,  
1009 N.W. 75th Street,  Nichols Hills, OK 73116 or by calling 843-4222 about 
donating items.  ARF will respond by sending a 501 c 3 tax deduction letter 
(and offering a cat or a dog!).  Any animal adopted through ARF comes with 
a 30 day money back guarantee. 

FEBRUARY’S FEATURED PET

This cat is Foo Foo.  She is spayed and has completed all her booster 
vaccinations.  We also tested her for feline leukemia, feline aids and 
everything else they are susceptible to and she tested negative.  She 
gets along great with both dogs and cats.  She is very affectionate and 
has a sweet little personality!
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